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1. Hussians ia Ciina may gsaerally be diviaed into the following three groups:

a, Hussisn subjects who cané tu Crniaa vefore 1917 for business or other
reasons. N

b, Russian subjects who came to China as refugses from the Civil War in
Russia.

c. Scviet subjects whe came to Chine either as bonu fide truvelsrs or eacupees
from the UsSK. Somz of this yroup leter. renounced their USSR citizenship and
registered witn the Chiaese sutiorities as hussian stateless emigres.

s

2. The majority of all hussians in Chins who were former Tsarist subjects renounced
their citizenship anu registered with the Chinese auuthorities as Hussian
refuzees. They were given rsgular Chinese hesideance Certificates marked "Stats-
less Russiaa.” Those in possession of Soviet travel documsats {group ¢ atove)
wars also issued thneqa resiaence Certificates, but these ecertificates were
marked "Soviet Citizen." Some of these perscas with Soviet rapers succeeded in
gettin- so-called regular Soviet travel passports; the majority of them, however,
ware riven sc-callsu Sojoura Certificates (Vid na Zhitslstvo), which had to ba
rengwad every year by the Soviet Consulate in the event the bearer desired to
rgtura to the USSH,

3. Duriay ths Japanese occuration ¢f China in World ¥ar II, some Russian stateless
rafugess apnlied for and received Soviet citizeanship. Most ol them wers
seexing Soviel protsctivn agalnst possible Japsnese or Chinese interfsrence.

4. A rush to change fro: statelsss status to UsSR civisenship starved ia Juas
1947 when the Fresicium of the Suprema Scviet of the USSn granted all former
Tsarist subjects the (rivilege of #: clyin; for Sovict citizeaskip aad returaning
te the USSK, The majority of hassiun stateless refugees ia China, espscislly
tnosa of the pcoorer classes, applica for Sovviet ciiizenship and were lator
repatriated.

5. After & careful, satisfactory check of such application by the local Soviet Con-
sulate, ant prouably a check in soscow, "Heceipt Citizens" are callsd to the
Soviet Ccasulate, wnere thoy are issuea u so-callea Sojourn Certificate. ‘lhe
Chinese ana cther foreiga authcerities in Chine have accepted these cortificatse
as regular pagsportis; they are not, however, because on the last page of the
Sojourn Certificate there is & space murxked only In the Russian lsnouage which

reads " __entry visa to the USSK anu border coutrol poimss." The fact
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thet the space is left blank indicates that the visa has not been numbered or
otnerwise cervifiec.ana that holders of these Sojourn Certifiocates must securs
regular USSR visas bhefore entering the USSK.
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From conversations with Soviet repatriates who left China in 1947 it was learned
that these Sojoura Certificate wers to be surrendersd {o the USSR authorities

in China before getting regular travel doouments., (Thess travel documents have
not Leen seen by American observers of this office.) Repatriates were also %old
to make certain thet their Soviet Citizen Association Membership Cards were up
to date before leaving China because these cards would serve them as temporary
internal pagsports in the USSE until such time as regular internal papers would
be issued. :

Comment. 1t is believed that in addition to the Sojourn Certificates
ragular USSR passports huve been issused to some "Receipt Citizens”, especially
those knowa to be engaged in business and other pro-Scviet activitiea. The
axtent of the issusnce of these pasarorts is not known. It is believed that
such persons as M. F, Yakshamin of TaSS &@ad L. Tomashevsky of Asia Films hold
regular Soviet passports, although these men did not vome from the USSE %o
Chine as Soviet citizens.)

\
Rugsiasns in Shanghai have lsarned from lettsrs seat from the USSR by repatriates
from China that in spite of the assurances givea repatriates by local Soviet
consulates, those who were repatriated were not considered full-fledged Sovies
citizens and were ‘put on probation for psriods of from ons to three years.
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